1 wish to emphasize again, however, that there are cases of causalgia, with clinical features exactly the same as those found in cases that can be relieved by sympathectomy, in which this operation is of little or no benefit. The treatment of these cases is often very unsatisfactory and very disappointing.
SUMMARY.
1. The relief that may be obtained by sympathectomy or sympathetic alcohol block in cases of intractable cardiac pain and in some cases of causalgic pain following trauma of various kinds is described.
2. Interruption of the upper dorsal sympathetic chain relieves cardiac pain by interrupting the pain pathway from the heart. It it uncertain whether coronary circulation is improved.
3. The view is expressed that when sympathectomy relieves causalgic pain it does so also by interrupting a pain pathway.
4. Case reports are presented to illustrate the value of sympathectomy in these conditions. REFERENCES. -iHE second edition of this book will be greatly welcomed by all wtho have an interest in physical methods of treatment in psychiatry. The first edition gave a concise and comprehensive account of most of the modern treatments, and this has now been brought up to date by the further experience of the authors.
The most striking addition to the book is the chapter on the treatment of epilepsy and cognate disorders, giving a clear interpretation of the value of the electro-encephalogram in the diagnosis and treatment of these conditions. The recommendation that epileptics should live as full a life as possible is one which should be more widely known by doctors and patients alike.
It is noted in the reference to curare in convulsion therapy that the authors recommend its use only in those cases where there are serious reasons for reducing muscular spasm to a minimum, and not as a routine measure.
The addition of a bibliography greatly enhances the value of this volume.
It would be difficult to find a book more admirably suited to its purpose, having such common sense combined witb brevity and clarity.
It can be highly recommended to all those interested in psychiatry, whethei student, general practitioner, or specialist.
C. 1B. R.
